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Assembly Bill 1721 (Rodriguez) 
Emergency Medical Services Mutual Aid Grant Programs  

As Amended 03/21/2022 
 

Summary 
AB 1721, as amended, would establish several 
resilience grant program to be administered by the 
California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES).  Key 
components of AB 1721 include: 
 

1. Authorizing a $500 million dollar resilience 
and mutual aid program for local 
governments, to include a Long Term Care 
Mutual Aid Plan; 

 
2. Authorizing a $400 million seismic retrofit 

program for multifamily soft story 
buildings; and  

 
3. Authorizes $50 million to enhance 

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) surge 
capacity, by establishing an EMS mutual aid 
system at Cal OES with additional 
ambulances, mobile field hospitals and 
body armor for EMS personnel. 

 

Background 
Cal OES is responsible for the state’s emergency and 
disaster response services for natural, technological, or 
manmade disasters and emergencies, including the 
responsibility for activities necessary to prevent, 
respond to, recover from, and mitigate the effects of 
emergencies and disasters to people and property. 
 
California is a disaster-prone state, and increasing our 
preparedness before disaster strikes is key to our 
state’s ability to respond successfully.   It is no secret 
that we are expected to have another major 
earthquake at the San Andreas Fault.  If one were to 
occur when we were in the height of the pandemic, or 
while another disaster was simultaneously happening, 

our Mutual Aid systems would not be able to keep up.  
With respect to earthquake risk, according to the U.S. 
Resiliency Council, as many as 2.5 million Californians 
may live in older, soft-story, multifamily housing at risk 
of collapse in earthquakes due to weak construction.  
 
The Structural Engineers Association of California and 
California Seismic Safety Commission estimate there 
are as many as 100,000 soft-story apartment buildings, 
often located in small, disadvantaged communities that 
do not have the resources to correct these conditions.   
 

This Legislation 
AB 1721, as amended, would establish several 
resilience grant programs to be administered by the Cal 
OES.   
 
The first section of the bill would establish the Seismic 
Retrofitting Program for Soft Story Multifamily Housing 
for the purposes of providing financial assistance to 
owners of soft story multifamily housing for seismic 
retrofitting to protect individuals living in multifamily 
housing that have been determined to be at risk of 
collapse in earthquakes, as specified. The bill would 
also establish the Seismic Retrofitting Program for Soft 
Story Multifamily Housing Fund within the State 
Treasury. Moneys in the fund would be available, upon 
appropriation by the Legislature, for the purposes of 
distributing funds pursuant to the program. The bill 
would require the Controller, upon appropriation, to 
transfer $400,000,000 annually to the fund.  
 
The second section of this bill would establish a $50 
million Emergency Medical Services Mutual Aid 
Program, to be administered by Cal OES, to support 
local government efforts in responding to surges in 
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demand for emergency medical services and provide 
effective mutual aid during disasters.  
 
The third section of the bill would establish a Local 
Resilience, Emergency Preparedness, and Mutual Aid 
Fund to, upon appropriation by the Legislature, support 
staffing, planning, emergency mitigation priorities, and 
enhancing mutual aid to help local governments meet 
emergency management, preparedness, readiness, and 
resilience goals.  
 
The bill would require OES to establish the Local 
Resilience, Emergency Preparedness, and Mutual Aid 
Fund Committee under the Standardized Emergency 
Management System Advisory Board. The bill, on or 
before July 1, 2023, would require the committee to 
adopt guidelines identifying eligible uses of the funds 
distributed pursuant to these provisions for the 
mitigation, prevention, preparedness, response, and 
recovery phases of emergency management that 
supports the development of a resilient community and 
enhances mutual aid.   
 
Additionally, require OES, upon appropriation, to 
establish the Long Term Care Mutual Aid Program for 
the purpose of supporting responses by local 
governments and specified long-term care facilities to 
facility evacuations, surge capacity issues, and other 
disaster responses, and providing effective mutual aid 
during disasters. 
 

Support 
 

California Fire Chiefs Association 

Fire Districts Association of California 

LA Family Housing 

Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce 

U.S. Green Building Council - Los Angeles 

U.S. Resiliency Council 
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Mike Dayton, Chief Consultant  
Committee on Emergency Management 
Chair, Assemblymember Freddie Rodriguez 
Phone (916) 212-5682 
Mike.dayton@asm.ca.gov 


